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PROFESSIONAL PROFILE
Marine biologist with 12+ years of experience in coral reef ecology, marine biodiversity assessment, scientific scuba diving, and taxonomy of marine invertebrates. Experienced in coral reef monitoring, environmental impact assessment (EIA), integrative taxonomy, and marine conservation research across the Arabian Gulf and Indian Ocean regions. Author of 20+ peer-reviewed publications with extensive field and underwater research experience.
EDUCATION
1. PhD, Marine Biology — Pondicherry University (May 2019)
Title: “Taxonomy and Distribution of Family Pseudocerotidae (Platyhelminthes: Polycladida), Andaman and Nicobar Islands, India.”
1. M.Sc. Marine Biology — Pondicherry University (2010–2012)
1. B.Sc. Zoology (H) — University of Delhi (2007–2010)
RESEARCH PROFILE
1. Twelve years of experience in coral reef monitoring / marine biodiversity studies and scientific scuba diving (approx. 650 dives)
1. Proficient in alpha taxonomy of marine invertebrates — Polyclads (marine flatworms), Sipunculids (peanut worms), Echiura (spoon worms), Heterobranchs (nudibranchs), and hard Corals
1. Described 14 species of polyclads and 1 species of Sipuncula as new to science (refer to publications)
1. Reported 13 species of polyclads and 7 species of Heterobranchs as new records to Indian waters (refer to publications)
1. Curation of lower invertebrate specimens in natural history collections (maintenance, data generation for OBIS), exhibition of specimens for public in various scientific exhibitions
1. Field experience: more than 650 scuba dives and 100+ days at sea on a scientific research vessel (FORV Sagar Sampada)
1. Skilled in underwater specimen collection, scientific photography/videography, and taxonomic illustration
1. Integrative taxonomy expertise: morphology, imaging, and molecular methods
1. Experience in supervising students and contributing to capacity building in marine biodiversity studies
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
King Fahd University of Petroleum & Minerals — ARCEMS, Saudi Arabia
Postdoctoral Fellow	Sep 2023 – Present
Responsibilities
1. Lead biodiversity and coral reef monitoring surveys for offshore and nearshore reef ecosystems in the Arabian Gulf
1. Conduct ecological assessments and contribute to environmental impact (EIA) studies
1. Manage field operations, including scuba-based data collection, species documentation, and database curation
1. Publish research articles and prepare reports & proposals for client-funded EIA & monitoring projects and biodiversity & conservation initiatives
National Centre for Coastal Research (NCCR), Ministry of Earth Sciences, Govt. of India
Project Scientist-I	Jul 2022 – Aug 2023  (11 months)
Responsibilities
1. Survey of coral reefs, reef restoration studies and biodiversity assessment of marine living resources around the East and West coast of mainland India
1. Taxonomy of benthic animal groups such as Polyclads, Heterobranchs, Sipuncula and Echiura
1. Preparation of scientific manuscripts, posters, reports, presentations and other official works
Centre for Marine Living Resources and Ecology (CMLRE), Ministry of Earth Sciences, Govt. of India
Project Scientist-B	Dec 2017 – Mar 2022  (4 years 3 months)
Responsibilities
1. Monitoring of corals and marine living resources in and around Lakshadweep group of Islands
1. Taxonomic studies of corals, reef fishes and associated benthic animals with special emphasis on Polyclads, Heterobranchs, Sipuncula and Echiura
1. Curation of lower invertebrate samples in natural history collections, generation of data for IndoBIS
1. Participation in scientific cruise in Indian EEZ on scientific research vessel FORV Sagar Sampada
1. Preparation of scientific manuscripts, posters, reports, presentations and other official works
Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), Andaman & Nicobar Regional Centre, Port Blair
Junior Research Fellow	Jul 2013 – Jun 2015
Senior Research Fellow	Jul 2015 – Jul 2017
Research Associate	Aug 2017 – Dec 2017   (4 years 6 months total)
Responsibilities
1. Survey of coral reef and its biodiversity in and around Andaman and Nicobar Islands
1. Taxonomic studies on Polyclads (PhD) and Heterobranchs, underwater diving, photography and videography
1. Curation of lower invertebrate samples in natural history collections
1. Coral reef monitoring in Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and EIA surveys for government agencies
1. Preparation of scientific manuscripts, posters, reports and presentations and other official works
ADDITIONAL SKILLS
1. PADI certified Advanced Open Water scuba diver with 650+ underwater dives (maximum depth 40 m). Experience in wreck diving, current diving and night diving in waters of Saudi Arabia (Arabian Gulf), Lakshadweep Islands, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and Angria Bank (reef bank in open ocean)
1. Proficiency in coral reef monitoring and ecological surveys, underwater and intertidal marine invertebrate sample collection, preservation and dissection
1. Well versed with underwater photography and videography, camera usage and maintenance
1. Experience using stereo, compound & dissection microscopes along with image capturing and editing software
1. Experience in molecular taxonomy (DNA isolation, PCR, phylogenetic tree construction and analysis)
1. Experience in preparing research proposals
1. Comprehensive knowledge of Microsoft Office, Adobe Lightroom, Photoshop and PhotoScape
1. Bilingual: English (read, speak, write) and Hindi (read, speak, write)
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1. Gopi, J., Joydas, T.V., Jayachandran, P.R., Manokaran, S., Mohandas, S.P., Raju, S.C., Hussain, S.A., Abouelresh, M.O., Dixit, S., Rafeeq, M., Asharaf, M., Manikandan, K.P., Hala, S. and Pulido, B. 2026. eDNA metabarcoding reveals halophilic and halotolerant bacterial assemblages in the salt flats of the northern Red Sea coast. Ecological Genetics and Genomics, 38, 100448. doi.org/10.1016/j.egg.2026.100448
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1. Dixit, S., Lindo, R.T., Maneja, R.H., Flandez, A.V.B., Gopalan, J., Vasanthi, T.D., Asiri, Y.Y., Al-Jedani, M.S., Krishnakumar, P.K., Manikandan, K.P., Joydas, T.V., Qasem, A.M. and Lozano-Cortés, D. 2026. Decline of Acropora spp. in the Saudi waters of the Arabian Gulf: insights from thirteen years of reef surveys. Ocean Science Journal, 61:40. doi.org/10.1007/s12601-026-00294-6
INTERNATIONAL TRAINING
Attended an international training titled “Mapping Technologies and Monitoring Techniques in Coral Reef Environments” from April 14–22, 2025, organised by The Marine Research and Higher Education Center (MaRHECenter) of the University of Milano-Bicocca in Magoodhoo Island, Faafu Atoll, Maldives.
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ABSTRACTS / PRESENTATIONS IN CONFERENCES
1. Raghunathan, C., Dixit, S. and Venkataraman, K. Diversity and distribution of Opisthobranchs and polyclads in India with special reference to Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Marine Ecosystems – Challenges and Opportunities, 2–5 December 2014, Kochi, pp. 135.
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1. Lindo, R., Dixit, S., Maneja, R., Vincent Flandez, A., Subbusamy, G., Vasanthi, T., Mubarak Saleh, Manikandan, K.P., Qasem, A. and Diego, L. 2024. Species loss and reduction of coral cover in the Saudi waters of the Arabian Gulf. International Conference, The Green Sustainable Future in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (GiKS), 30–31 January 2024, Applied Research Center for Environment and Marine Studies, King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.
OUTREACH & COMMUNICATION
1. Interviewed by The Interview Portal (Dec 2021) in “Marine Taxonomist Interview,” discussing field surveys, scuba diving, and marine taxonomy
1. Featured in Mongabay India (Apr 2021) in “New marine flatworm from rare group discovered from the coral atolls of Lakshadweep,” highlighting species discovery and field methods
1. Produced a short documentary video on the marine fauna of Agatti Island, Lakshadweep, showcasing underwater biodiversity through original footage and narration
1. Participated in various scientific exhibitions, presenting marine biodiversity information and engaging directly with general audiences
MEMBERSHIP & PEER REVIEW
Life Member: Ocean Society of India
Reviewer for international journals: Zootaxa, JMBA UK, Bulletin of Marine Science, Regional Studies in Marine Sciences, Raffles Bulletin of Zoology, Thalassas: An International Journal of Marine Sciences and Current Science.
ACADEMIC PROFILES
Website: www.drsudhanshudixit.com
Google Scholar: scholar.google.co.in/citations?user=uilNhT0AAAAJ
ORCID: orcid.org/0000-0003-0056-1409
Scopus Author ID: 57191822209
ResearchGate: researchgate.net/profile/Sudhanshu-Dixit-3
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/sudhanshu-dixit-29399b1a
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Date of Birth: 03/03/1990   Nationality: India   Civil Status: Married
